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REPORT 


ERECTION  OE  A  GASOMETER 


IN    MASON    STEEET. 


In  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen^ 

July  19,  1852. 

Eead  and  accepted,  and  the  resolve  and  order  passed. 
(Yeas  6,  Nays  0,)  and  500  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Attest :  S.  F.  McCleary,  Jr.,  City  Clerk, 


CITY    OF    BOSTON. 


The  Boston  Gas  Light  Company  having  given  notice 
to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  their  intention  to  build 
a  Gasometer  on  Mason  Street : — the  following  commu- 
nications were  received  from  time  to  time  by  the  Board, 
and  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Health. 


1852.]  CITY  DOCUMENT.-^No.  39. 


To  the  Son.  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston, 

The  subscribers  being  informed  that  the  Boston  Gas 
Light  Company^  propose  to  erect  a  gas  reservoir  on 
Mason  street,  nearly  in  the  rear  of  the  Adams  House 
on  Washington  street^  respectfully  represent,  that  in 
their  opinion  the  construction  and  maintenance  thereof, 
in  a  part  of  the  City  so  densely  populated,  will  necessa- 
rily be  injurious  to  the  public  health  and  comfort,  and 
ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

They  therefore  remonstrate  against  the  construction 
of  such  reservoir,  in  that  vicinity,  and  humbly  request 
the  City  Government  to  take  such  order  to  prevent  the 
same,  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit  and  proper. 

DANIEL  CHAMBERLIN,  and  77  others. 

Boston,  June  1,  1852. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen,— -Wcj  the  subscribers,  having  heard  with 
much  surprise  and  regret  that  it  is  intended  to  erect  a 
building  for  a  Gasometer  in  Mason  street,  and  believing 
that  if  it  should  be  so  occupied  it  would  prove  injurious 
to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  very 
essentially  reduce  the  taxable  value  of  the  real  estate  in 
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that  vicinity  without  any  benefit  to  any  other  part  of 
the  City,  or  any  necessity  that  cannot  otherwise  be  pro- 
vided for,  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  respectfully  request  that  the  building  now 
proposed  to  be  erected  in  Mason  street,  may  not  be 
allowed  to  be  improved  for  that  purpose,  and  that 
notice  to  that  effect  may  now  be  given  to  the  parties 
erecting  it ;  that  no  Gasometer  may  hereafter  be  erected 
in  the  City  except  in  such  places  as  may  he  approved 
by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  where  it  will  least  affect 
the  income  of  the  City  by  reducing  the  valuation  of 
the  Real  Estate,  and  with  such  restrictions  as  the  health 
and  safety  of  the  inhabitants  may  require. 

Soliciting  your  early  attention  to  this  subject,  we  re- 
main, as  in  duty  bound, 

Respectfully  yours, 
JEFFREY  RICHARDSON  and  25  others. 
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To  the  Honoi'able,  the  3Iai/or  and  Aldennen. 

The  Boston  Gas  Light  Company  have  learned  that 
sundry  persons  have  remonstrated  against  the  erection 
of  a  Gasometer  on  a  lot  of  land  in  Mason  street,  lately 
purchased  by  the  Gas  Company  for  that  purpose.  The 
grounds  on  which  the  Remonstrants  found  their  objec- 
tions are,  that  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  a 
Gasometer  in  that  part  of  the  City  will  be  injurious  to 
the  public  health  and  comfort  and  will  reduce  the  taxa- 
ble value  of  the  real  estate  in  that  vicinity.  The  Gas 
Light  Company  ask  leave  to  offer  to  your  Honorable 
Board  some  considerations  in  opposition  «to  these  allega- 
tions. 

1st.  The  use  to  which  the  edifice,  they  wish  to  erect, 
will  be  appropriated,  is  only  to  contain  the  gas  em- 
ployed in  lighting  the  streets  and  the  dwellings  and 
places  of  business  of  the  citizens,  including  the  Re- 
monstrants themselves.  This  is  manufactured  at  the 
Gas  Works  in  Commercial  street,  and  is  now  forced 
through  miles  of  street  pipes  to  the  lamps  of  the  cus- 
tomers. The  distance  is  so  great  from  the  reservoir  to 
the  central  places  of  consumption,  that  not  only  is  the 
supply  to  the  customers  rendered  unequal  at  different 
times,  but  the  quantity  consumed  by  each  customer  is 
greater  than  it  would  be  if  the  pressure  under  which 
the  gas  is  distributed  were  reduced. 

The  gas  wdll  be  contained  in  an  air  tight  iron  bell, 
suspended  in  water,  within  a  substantial  brick  building 
to  preclude  all  escape — but  if  by  chance  any  minute 
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quantity  of  gas  should  escape  it  will  pass  off  by  means 
of  the  opening  in  the  roof  of  the  Gasometer  house, 
"which  will  be  about  ninety  feet  above  the  street.  The 
Company  confidently  assert  that  the  health  of  the  pub- 
lic, or  even  of  the  nearest  neighbor  to  the  Gasometer 
will  not  be  affected  by  it.  The  odor  of  carburetted 
hydrogen  gas  is  unpleasant;  but  if  by  possibility  an 
accidental  and  temporary  escape  of  gas  were  to  take, 
place  and  not  pass  off  through  the  ventilator  in  the 
roof  it  is  not  injurious  to  health. 

For  the  authority  for  this  statement  the  Company 
refer  to  opinions  of  medical  men ;  and  especially  to 
those  of  the  learned  Board  of  Consulting  Physicians  of 
the  City  in  1832,  who  were  called  upon  by  a  committee 
of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  that  day,  to  give  their 
official  opinion,  whether  the  Gas  Works  established  in 
the  City  were  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants ; 
the  unanimous  reply  of  that  Board,  composed  of  Doctors 
John  C.  Warren,  Benjamin  Shurtleff,  George  Hay  ward, 
John  Randall,  and  George  C.  Shattuck,  was  that  no 
facts  have  come  to  their  knowledge  in  this  or  any  other 
City,  which  warrant  the  belief  that  these  works  are 
dangerous  to  health.  And  the  learned  gentlemen  pro- 
ceed to  give  reasons  why  the  vicinity  of  Gas  Works 
would  be  more  free  from  epidemic  disease  than  other 
neighborhoods ;  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  the  subject 
of  complaint  in  1832,  was  the  establishment  of  works 
where  all  the  gas  in  the  City  is  manufactured ;  not  a 
simple  reservoir  of  gas.  Two  of  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing the  Board  of  Consulting  Physicians  have  depart- 
ed this  life ;  three  of  them  remain,  with  twenty  years 
experience  added  to  their  knowledge.  The  Gas  Light 
Company  hope  and  trust  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
will  not  exercise  their  power  in  this  case  so  injuriously 
to  the  private  interests  of  the  Company  and  so  detri- 
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mentally  to  those  of  a  large  body  of  the  consumers  of 
gas,  as  it  would  be  if  the  Company  were  prevented  from 
carrying  out  their  design,  without  the  clearest  and  most 
cogent  evidence  that  that  design,  if  extended  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  public  health. 

2d.  The  second  ground  of  the  Remonstrants  is  that 
the  taxable  value  of  the  property  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Gasometer  would  be  essentially  reduced.  If  this 
were  to  be  a  consequence  of  the  erection  of  that  struc- 
ture, which  the  Company  totally  deny,  it  would  be  no 
lawful  ground  on  which  to  prohibit  the  Company  from 
going  on  with  it. 

In  a  populous  city,  the  erection  of  an  edifice  may  be, 
(or  may  be  supposed  to  be)  injurious  to  the  neighbor- 
ing property,  but  without  giving  the  owners  of  the  said 
property  any  just  or  legal  claims  for  damages  or  abate- 
ment. 

Probably  the  occupants  of  the  dwelling-houses  in 
Colonade  row  would  be  very  unwilling  to  have  a  Public 
School   established  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  would 
complain  that  it  reduced  the  taxable  value  of  their  real 
estate,  but  if  the  City  Authorities  deemed  this  to  be 
the  very  best  location  for  a  School  House,  would  they 
allow  themselves  to  be  deterred  from  placing  it  there 
by  the  complaints  of  the  neighboring  proprietors  \  The 
question  in  such  a  case  is  whether  a  small  number  of  per- 
sons shall  be  put  to  some  inconvenience  by  lawful  use 
of  property  tending  to  the  convenience  and  benefit  of  a 
very  large  number  of  citizens.     The  authority  under 
which  these   Remonstrants  act  does  not,  as  the  Gas 
Light    Company   respectfully   suggest,    authorize    the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  restrict  or  control  the  acts  and 
doings  of  the  Company  unless  they  afiect  the  health, 
safety  or  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City : 
that  is,  the  bulk  or  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants, 
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not  the  residents  of  a  small  circle.  If  these  are  injuri- 
ously affected  by  the  acts  of  the  Gas  Company,  the 
law  secures  to  them  a  remedy  by  indictment  or  by  an 
action  for  damages ;  and  the  Gas  Light  Company  in 
locating  their  Gasholder  in  Mason  street  will  do  it,  if 
permitted,  under  all  the  responsibilities  which  are  pro- 
vided by  the  laws  of  the  land  for  the  prevention  of 
nuisances.  If  the  storing  of  gas  in  the  building  they 
propose  to  erect  proves  to  be  a  nuisance,  every  person 
affected  by  it  has  a  legal  and  ample  remedy  for  the  in- 
jury done  him.  The  Gas  Light  Company  respectfully 
protest  against  the  exercise  in  this  case,  of  a  power 
intended  only  to  be  employed  in  extraordinary  emergen- 
cies. They  believe  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  in 
general  will  not  -suffer  the  least  inconvenience;  and 
that  the  residents  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the 
Gasholder  would  not  perceive  the  existence  of  it  there, 
by  any  odor  coming  from  it ;  and  as  to  danger  to  health 
or  risk  of  explosion,  they  are  set  at  rest  by  the  experi- 
ence of  upwards  of  forty  years  of  Gasholders  in  crowded 
cities.  All  the  consumers  of  gas  light  will  be  benefited 
by  having  the  proposed  reservoir  of  gas  in  the  centre 
of  consumption. 

SAMUEL  A.  ELIOT,  President 
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July  19,  1852. 
Hon.  B.  Seaver,  Mayor, 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  present  the 
enclosed  Memorial  of  the  Boston  Gas  Light  Company 
to  your  Board,  at  the  next  meeting  of  that  body. 

I  see  that  a  writer  in  the  Courier  of  this  day,  consid- 
ers it  "  an  insult  to  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
that  this  Company  should  go  on  so  far  as  they  have,  in 
erecting  the  Gasometer  in  Mason  street,  without  their 
permission." 

Who  it  is  that  expresses  this  opinion  I  know  not, 
but  he  is  in  error.  Nothing  has  yet  been  done  except 
to  dig  out  some  of  the  earth  and  lay  a  few  rods  of 
foundation  wall.  Even  this — harmless  act — was  noti- 
fied to  the  Committee,  who  have  charge  of  the  remon- 
strance of  Jeffrey  Richardson  and  others,  with  the 
suggestion  that  it  was  done  to  save  time,  which  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  in  making  needful  preparation 
for  the  great  demand  for  gas  in  the  fall  and  winter — 
and  without  any  intentional  disrespect  of  the  lawful 
authority  of  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen. 

Will  you  oblige  me  by  communicating  this  note,  to 
your  associates. 

Respectfully  your  ob'dt  serv't, 

SAMUEL  A.  ELIOT,  President. 
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To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen. 

The  Boston  Gas  Light  Company  respectfully  repre- 
sent, that  the  number  of  consumers  of  gas  and  the 
quantity  of  gas  consumed,  render  it  indispensably  ne- 
cessary for  them  to  establish  at  some  point  between  the 
Gas  Works  at  the  North  End  of  the  City  and  the  Gas 
Holder  at  the  South  End,  another  reservoir,  without 
which  the  Gas  Company  are  apprehensive  that  many 
consumers  of  gas  in  the  central  portion  of  the  City, 
may  find  their  supply  inadequate  or  irregular ;  the 
remedy  for  this,  is  to  equalize  the  supply  by  a  central 
reservoir.  With  that  object,  the  Company  have  pur- 
chased an  expensive  lot  of  land  on  Mason  street,  and 
they  propose  to  erect  on  it  a  brick  building,  with  a  roof 
of  h'on  and  wood,  (or  of  iron  alone  if  required  by  your 
Honorable  Board)  in  which  will  be  suspended  an  air- 
tight Gasholder,  the  lower  part  of  which  will  descend 
into  a  cistern  of  water.  The  building  will  have  iron 
doors,  sashes,  and  shutters ;  and  in  the  roof  will  be  an 
opening  for  the  passage  of  any  gas,  or  odor,  that  may 
accidentally  and  temporarily  escape  from  the  Gasholder. 

The  Gas  Company  feel  confident  that  a  building  may 
be  erected  which  shall  not  be  in  the  slightest  degree 
ofiensive ;  they  propose  to  erect  such  an  one  in  the 
most  perfect  manner,  if  permitted  by  your  Board  to  do 
so ;  and  they  would  most  respectfully  suggest  to  your 
Honorable  Board,  that  arguments  drawn  from  the  occa- 
sional imperfections  of  other  Gasholders,  (whether  here 
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or  elsewhere)  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  decisive  in 
this  question,  as  they  propose  to  avail  themselves  at 
once,  of  their  own  experience,  and  of  the  most  recent 
developments  of  science  to  correct  the  errors  of  former 
constructions  of  a  similar  nature. 

The  Gas  Company  are  aware  that  sotne  of  the  per- 
sons living  in  the  vicinity  of  Mason  street  have  remon- 
strated against  the  erection  of  a  Gasholder  on  the  said 
lot  of  land ;  but  the  grounds  of  their  opposition  are 
such,  that  they  would  be  as  applicable  to  any  other 
situation  in  the  City,  which  would  be  suitable  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  great  body  of  gas  consumers, — (now 
between  three  and  four  thousand  in  number)  as  to  the 
lot  in  Mason  street.  If  the  Gasholder  is  to  be  excluded 
from  that  place,  in  what  other  can  it  be  located  where 
the  same  opposition  will  not  be  made  to  it  ?  If  gas  is 
to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  illumination  in  this  City, 
reservoirs  of  gas  are  indispensably  necessary,  and  the 
interests  of  the  consumers  of  gas  are  united  with  those 
of  the  manufacturers,  in  having  those  reservoirs  at  the 
points  most  suitable  for  distribution.  It  is  not  there- 
fore with  an  eye  to  their  own  interests  alone,  but  with 
a  comprehensive  regard  to  the  accommodation  of  the 
public,  that  they  ask  to  be  allowed  to  use  the  land  they 
have  purchased,  in  the  way  proposed. 

The  Gas  Company  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  suggest- 
ing to  your  Honorable  Board  that  the  question  now 
under  consideration  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  is 
one  of  a  judicial  nature  and  of  ve7'i/  high  prerogative  ; 
not  merely  affecting  the  property  of  the  Stockholders 
of  the  Gas  Company,  but  also  the  convenience  and  ac- 
commodation of  a  large  and  increasing  body  of  persons 
who  depend  on  the  supply  of  gas  for  lighting  their 
houses,  stores  and  shops. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  are   sitting  as  jiidges  on 
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this  great  interest;  and  with  deference  it  is  spoken, 
the  Company  hope  that  the  Board  will  hear  and  deter- 
mine it,  on  principles  which  will  apply  to  all  parts  of 
the  City,  and  to  all  other  locations  of  Gasholders,  and 
which  will  stand  the  test  of  dispassionate  examination. 
It  will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  supply  the  Westerly 
portion  of  the  City,  soon  to  establish  a  Gasholder  in 
that  quarter,  and  the  Company  have  purchased  an 
estate  near  Charles  street  for  this  purpose ;  the  judg- 
ment now  to  be  rendered  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
will,  of  course,  be  a  precedent,  (as  are  the  decisions  of 
the  law  Courts  in  causes  before  them,)  for  the  govern- 
ment or  guidance  of  your  Honorable  Board  or  of  your 
successors  in  similar  cases.  The  question  before  your 
Honorable. Board  is  not  an  isolated  and  temporary  one; 
it  has  an  important  bearing  on  an  extensive  subject 
involving  great  interests,  and  must  be  treated  with  en- 
larged views.  The  laws  confer  on  the  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen, (as  they  do  on  the  other  tribunals  of  the  State) ' 
great  powers,  which  are  to  be  exercised  with  sound 
discretion  and  under  wise  limitations. 

The  Gas  Company  ask  your  sanction  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Gasholder  in  Mason  street.  If  they  con- 
struct an  edifice  for  that  purpose,  which  proves  to  be  a 
nuisance  they  expect  to  be  required  to  abate  it.  The 
cost  of  the  edifice  and  Gasholder  will  be  some  eighty 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  value  of  the  land, 
and  it  will  not  be  supposed  that  the  Company  would 
incur  the  risk  of  expending  so  large  a  sum  of  money, 
if  they  felt  any  doubt  as  to  the  result. 

They  ask  no  immunity  from  the  requirements  of  the 
law.     All  they  pray  for,  is  to  be  judged  by  their  own 
acts,  and  not  by  the  apprehensions  of  others. 
SAMUEL  A.  ELIOT, 
President  of  the  Boston  Gas  Light  Co. 


ITY    OF    BOSTO 


In  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 

July  19,  1852. 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Health,  to  which  were  re- 
ferred the  remonstrances  of  Jeffrey  Richardson  and 
others,  and  Daniel  Chamberlain  and  others,  against 
the  erection  of  a  Gasometer  or  Gasholder  in  Mason 
street  in  this  City,  have  attended  to  their  duty,  and 

EEPORT: 

That  notice  of  the  presentation  of  the  remonstrances 
was  duly  given  to  the  Boston  Gas  Light  Company,  the 
Corporation  proposing  to  erect  the  Gasometer  objected 
to,  and  notice  was  also  given  them  of  the  time  and 
place  of  the  hearing  thereupon. 

The  Gas  Light  Company  appeared  by  their  President, 
Directors  and  Agents  and  by  their  counsel  Sidney  Bart- 
lett,  Esq. 

Hon.  Benj.  F.  Hallett  appeared  for  Mrs.  Sayles,  one 
of  the  Remonstrants,  and  Harvey  Jewell,  Esq.,  for 
Jeffrey  Richardson  and  others. 

The  Gas  Light  Company  presented  to  the  Committee 
an  answer,  or  statement  which  is  hereto  annexed. 
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The  remonstrant's  are  persons  residing  in  Tremont 
street,  Mason  street,  West  street  and  in  Washington 
street,  or  such  as  do  business  there.  Some  of  them  are 
also  Stockholders  in  the  Gas  Light  Company. 

They  claimed  that  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  as  a 
Board  of  Health,  had  authority  to  interpose  and  pre- 
vent the  erection  of  any  structure  which  might  tend 
to  affect  injuriously  the  health  of  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  citizens. 

They  also  claimed  that  by  the  Revised  Statutes, 
chapter  21,  sections  47  and  48,  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men had  power  to  assign  certain  places  for  the  exercise 
of  the  trade  and  employment  of  making  or  storing  gas. 

The  Sections  are  as  follows : 

Sect.  47.  The  Selectmen  of  every  town,  and  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston  respect- 
ively, when  they  shall  judge  it  necessary,  shall  from 
time  to  time  assign  certain  places  for  the  exercising  of 
any  trade  or  employment  offensive  to  the  inhabitants^ 
or  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  and  they  shall  forbid 
the  exercise  of  them  in  places  not  so  assigned,  and  all 
such  assignments  shall  be  entered  in  the  records  of  the 
town  or  city ;  and  they  may  be  revoked  when  the  town 
or  city  officers  shall  think  proper. 

Sect.  48.  When  any  place  or  building  so  assigned 
shall  become  a  nuisance  by  reason  of  offensive  smells 
or  exhalations  proceeding  from  the  same,  or  shall  be- 
come otherwise  hurtful  or  dangerous  to  the  neighbor- 
hood, or  to  travellers,  and  the  same  shall  be  made  to 
appear,  on  a  trial  before  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
the  county — upon  a  complaint  made  by  the  Board  of 
Health  or  by  any  other  person,  the  said  court  may  re- 
voke such  assignment,  and  prohibit  the  further  use  of 
such  place  or  building  for  the  exercise  of  either  the 
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aforesaid  trades  or  employments,  and  may  cause  such, 
nuisances  to  be  removed  or  prevented. 

Under  this  statute  they  claimed  that  the  storing  of 
gas  in  a  Gasholder  was  a  trade  or  employment  within 
its  meaning,  and  that  as  the  power  was  given  to  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  assign  places  for  the  exercise 
of  trades  which  might  be  hurtful  or  dangerous  to  the 
neighborhood  or  to  travellers,  or  which  might  "  become 
a  nuisance  by  reason  of  offensive  smells  or  exhalations 
proceeding  from  the  same,"  it  was  their  duty  to  inter- 
pose in  this  case  and  prevent  the  location  of  a  Gasome- 
ter in  the  centre  of  the  City,  and  in  a  very  densely 
populated  locality. 

The  power,  however,  which  was  most  urgently  invok- 
ed is  given  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  by  the  charter 
of  the  Boston  Gas  Light  Company. 

The  third  Section  of  their  act  of  incorporation  is,  as 
foUoivs  : 

Sect.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Cor- 
poration with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
of  said  City  of  Boston,  shall  have  power  and  authority 
to  open  the  ground  in  any  part  of  the  streets,  lanes  and 
highways  in  said  City  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  and 
repairing  such  pipes  and  conductors  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  sink  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  And  that  the 
said  Corporation  after  opening  the  ground  in  the  said 
streets,  lanes  or  highways  shall  be  held  to  put  the  same 
again  into  repair,  under  the  penalty  of  being  prosecuted 
for  a  nuisance,  provided  that  the  said  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men, for  the  time  being,  shall  at  all  times  have  the 
power  to  regulate,  restrict  and  control  the  acts  and 
doings  of  said  Corporation,  which  may  in  any  manner 
affect  the  health,  safety  or  convenience  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  said  City. — 6th  vol.  Mass.  Special  Laws,  page 
32,  Statutes  of  1822,  chap.  41. 
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The  Gas  Light  Company,  contended  that  the  power 
granted  by  this  act  was  confined  to  the  matters  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  parts  of  the  same  section,  that  is,  to 
the  opening  and  closing  of  streets  for  the  purpose  of 
sinking  pipes.  But  upon  consultation  we  are  of  opin- 
ion, that  there  is,  and  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt,  that 
the  authority  to  regulate,  restrict  and  control  the  acts 
and  doings  of  the  Gas  Light  Company  is  not  confined 
to  the  opening  and  closing  of  streets,  but  includes  all 
their  acts  and  doings  which  may  in  any  manner  affect 
the  health,  safety  or  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  City. 

The  opening  of  the  streets  to  lay  down  gas  pipes  is 
one  of  the  least  of  the  ways,  in  which  the  acts  and 
doings  of  the  Corporation  can  affect  the  health,  safety 
or  convenience  of  the  inhabitants. 

If  we  had  any  doubt  about  the  construction  of  this 
act,  and  of  the  authority  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
under  it,  that  doubt  would  be  removed  by  the  language 
of  an  act  extending  somewhat  the  powers  of  the  Cor- 
poration, passed  March  16,  1837,  and  being  chapter  74 
of  the  acts  of  that  year. 

The  second  Section  is  as  follows  : 

Sect.  2.  The  Boston  Gas  Light  Company  with  the 
consent  of  the  Selectmen  of  any  town  adjoining  the 
City  of  Boston,  may  extend  their  pipes  and  conductors 
into  such  town — and  for  that  purpose  shall  have  power 
and  authority  to  open  the  ground  in  any  part  of  the 
streets,  lanes  or  highways  of  such  town ;  and  the  said 
Corporation  after  opening  the  ground  in  any  lane, 
street  or  highway,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  shall  be 
held  to  put  the  same  again  into  repair  under  penalty  of 
being  prosecuted  for  a  nuisance. 
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Here,  while  the  authority  to  open  the  streets  and  lay 
pipes  is  given  with  the  same  restrictions  and  in  the 
same  language  used  in  the  third  section  of  the  charter 
before  recited,  there  is  no  power  given  to  the  Selectmen 
like  that  granted  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  in  the 
proviso  of  the  charter.  No  power  was  given  the  Cor- 
poration to  erect  their  works  or  storehouses  out  of 
Eoston,  and  there  was  no  necessity  according  to  our 
view  to  grant  any  rights  of  control  except  with  regard 
to  the  opening  of  the  streets. 

That  the  Legislature  have  always  considered  this  an 
important  power  to  be  vested  in  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men is  shown  by  the  fact,  that  in  the  charters  of  all 
Gas  Companies  granted  since  the  incorporation  of  the 
Gas  Light  Company  the  same  proviso  is  introduced. 

The  question  of  fact  presented  to  us  for  our  decision 
is  this :  is  the  erecting  of  a  Gasometer  or  Gasholder  in 
Mason  street,  as  is  proposed  by  the  Gas  Light  Company, 
within  the  provision  of  the  third  section  of  their  Char- 
ter, or  in  other  words  will  the  erection  of  this  Gashold- 
er in  any  manner  affect  the  health,  safety  or  conven- 
ience of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston;  or  using  the 
language  of  the  48th  section  of  chapter  21st  of  the 
E,evised  Statutes,  is  it  likely  to  become  a  nuisance  by 
reason  of  offensive  smells  or  exhalations,  proceeding 
from  the  same,  or  otherwise  hurtful  or  dangerous  to  the 
neighborhood  or  to  travellers "? 

In  regard  to  this  question  much  testimony  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Hemonstrants,  as  well  as  by  the  Gas 
Light  Company,  and  much  pains  has  been  taken  by 
the  Committee  to  obtain  information  upon  the  subject. 

The  Gas  Light  Company  ,had  given  to  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  no  notice  except  the  usual  notice  of  an 
intention  to  build,  and  we  knew  nothing  of  the  nature 
of  their  proposed  structure  except  from  their  answer 
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and  the  statements  of  their  officers  and  agents  at  the 
hearing. 

They  propose  to  build  a  Gasholder  of  very  large 
dimensions,  capable  of  containing  470,000  cubic  feet  of 
gas.  The  external  building  is  to  be  brick,  115  feet  in 
diameter,  65  feet  high  from  the  ground  to  the  gutter, 
with  a  roof  rising  25  feet,  surrounded  by  a  cupola  con- 
taining a  ventilator  of  from  10  to  15  feet  or  more  high 
as  may  be  found  desirable  or  necessary.  This  building 
is  to  be  circular — within  this  a  circular  pit  is  to  be  dug, 
105  feet  in  diameter  and  something  more  than  20  feet 
deep.  This  is  to  be  made  of  brick  and  will  be  con- 
stantly filled  with  water.  Over  this  is  to  be  suspended 
a  Gasholder  of  iron  made  in  the  telescopic  form  in 
three  pieces,  103  feet  in  diameter,  and,  when  extended, 
60  feet  high.  Within  this  and  resting  on  the  water 
within  the  cistern  is  to  be  stored  the  gas.  This  Gas- 
holder rises  and  falls  in  the  cistern  as  the  gas  enters  or 
is  discharged.  In  the  brick  wall  are  to  be  constructed 
ventilating  flues  opening  internally  near  the  ground 
and  the  roof  By  means  of  these  it  is  expected  a  con- 
stant motion  of  the  air  within  the  external  building 
will  be  kept  up.  No  pains  are  to  be  spared  to  make 
the  external  building,  as  well  as  the  Gasholder  as  tight 
as  is  possible. 

The  E-emonstrants  contended  that  the  presence  of  so 
large  a  quantity  of  gas,  when  mixed  with  from  five  knd 
a  half  times  to  eleven  times  its  bulk  of  atmospheric  air 
is  highly  explosive,  as  much  so  as  gun  powder.  Explo- 
sions have  been  known  to  take  place  in  this  City,  when 
gas  has  escaped  from  broken  pipes  into  buildings 
through  the  earth.  Such  an  accident  is  well  known  to 
have  occurred  within  a  few  months  past  in  Hanover 
street,  occasioning  considerable  damage. 

We  are  not  of  opinion  however  from  the  evidence  or 
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froni  any  information  in  our  possession  that  such  an 
event  is  very  Kkely  ever  to  occur,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
impossible :  the  possibility  of  such  an  occurrence  must 
cause  some  apprehension  in  the  minds  of  those  living 
in  its  vicinity.  This  apprehension,  however  strong  or 
weak  it  may  be,  is  a  source  of  discomfort. 

The  proposed  structure  was  admitted  to  be  not  essen- 
tially different  in  its  construction  from  the  Gasometers 
now  in  existence  in  this  City.  It  is  to  be  like  that  now 
in  the  south  part  of  the  City  in  its  plan  and  general 
arrangements.  That  is  however  much  smaller — the 
Gasholder  has  only  one  piece  or  joint- — the  external 
building  is  of  wood,  lathed  and  plastered.  Mr.  Blake, 
of  the  firm  of  Blake  &  Darracott  who  are  engaged  to 
construct  the  new  Gasometer,  testified  that  it  was  very 
well  built.  The  Gasholders  in  the  Company's  works 
in  the  north  part  of  the  city  are  also  similar  in  con- 
struction. Gasholders  of  the  same  construction  are  to 
be  found  in  various  cities  in  New  England,  and  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia.  The  ventilating  flues  in  the 
walls  before  spoken  of  are  the  only  feature  in  this  struc- 
ture entirely  new. 

The  remonstrants  contended  that  there  was  always 
exhaled  from  a  Gasholder,  or  Gasometer,  an  efiluvium 
which  was  very  offensive;  and  that  there  was  a  constant 
odor  of  Gas  to  be  perceived  in  the  vicinity  of  such 
buildings. 

It  was  very  clearly  shown  by  the  evidence  before  us 
that  the  Gasometer  at  the  south  part  of  the  city  is  very 
offensive,  that  at  times  the  escape  of  Gas  from  it,  or 
the  odor  of  Gas  from  it  is  so  great  as  to  interrupt  the 
sleep  of  those  residing  near  it,  and  that  they  are  com- 
pelled to  close  their  windows  to  keep  out  the  offensive 
efftuvia,  and  that  some  of  the  people  residing  in  its 
vicinity,  who  testified  before  us,  are  injuriously  affect- 
ed  in   their   health   by  reason   of  it.     This   state   of 
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things  has  existed  for  several  years,  and  its  effect  has 
been  to  depress  the  value  of  property  and  keep  away 
from  its  vicinity  valuable  residences.  The  Boston 
Ga^  Light  Company  admitted  this  Gasometer  to  he 
objectionable  and  pledged  themselves  to  provide  a 
remedy.  We  had  evidence  before  us  regarding  Gasom- 
eters in  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  These  are 
built  substantially  upon  the  same  plan  as  that  proposed 
here,  and  no  instance  was  found,  in  which  there  did 
not  arise  from  them  an  offensive  smell  perceptible,  in 
some  cases,  an  eighth  of  a  mile.  Messrs.  Blake  &  Dar- 
racott  as  also  Mr.  A.  A.  Hayes,  the  principal  witnesses 
called  by  the  Gas  Light  Company,  admitted  that  they 
had  never  known  a  Gasometer  from  which  there  did 
not  arise  an  offensive  odor — although  they  stated  their 
belief  to  be  that  all  this  would  be  avoided,  by  the  per- 
fect construction  of  the  new  structure.  Mr.  Blake  said 
however,  there  must  arise  some  slight  effluvia.  The 
principal  question  of  difference  between  the  witnesses 
was,  what  is  the  cause  of  the  offensive  odor,  and  can 
it  be  avoided  or  prevented.  This  odor  may  be  from 
the  escape  of  Gas,  but  if  no  Gas  escapes  directly  from 
the  Gasholder,  there  are  three  causes  of  offensive  smells 
and  exhalettions.  One  is  the  coal  tar,  with  which  the 
bell  or  iron  Gasholder  is  payed  over  or  covered — this 
substance  the  Gas  Company  propose  to  disuse.  No 
Gasholder  is  known  to  us  as  far  as  we  have  information 
from  this  hearing  or  otherwise,  with  perhaps  one  ex- 
ception, in  which  it  is  not  employed,  as  the  external 
coating  to  prevent  oxidation  or  rust  of  the  iron  Bell. 
It  is  not  certain  that  if  disused  for  a  while,  it  might  not 
hereafter  be  employed  in  this  structure  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  is  ordinarily  applied.  This  however  is  not 
the  principal  cause  of  offensive  smells.  Another  source 
is  the  volatile  oil  deposited  from  the  Gas,  which  passes 
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from  the  pipes  into  the  Gasholder.  As  the  Gas  passes 
through  the  pipes,  a  quantity  of  this  oil,  very  offensive 
to  the  smell,  is  collected  in  places  called  dry  wells,  and 
is,  as  is  well  known,  pumped  out  into  the  streets  and 
carried  away  in  close  casks.  Another  portion  is  also 
deposited  upon  the  water  within  the  cistern  under  the 
iron  bell  or  Gasholder.  This  is  of  course  confined  and 
remains  upon  the  water,  and  in  time  becomes  consider- 
able in  quantity.  A  portion  of  this  being  heavier  than 
water  sinks  to  the  bottom.  Another  portion  having 
the  same  specific  gravity  as  the  water  is  carried  down 
by  currents  in  the  water,  and  remains  suspended  or 
rises  with  the  currents  to  the  surface.  The  remainder 
floats  upon  the  surface  of  the  water.  All  these  produce 
an  effect  upon  the  water,  and  impregnate  it  with  any 
offensive  or  deleterious  qualities  they  may  contain. 
This  oil  is  the  most  offensive  matter  connected  with 
the  production  of  Gas,  and  its  offensive  properties  pene- 
trate and  are  carried  everywhere  with  the  water,  as  it 
evaporates  or  soaks  away,  and  is  carried  away  in  drains 
or  sewers  diffusing  unpleasant  odors.  Besides  this,  the 
Gas  itself  penetrates  the  water  upon  which  it  rests  and 
is  diffused  through  it,  and  the  water  becomes  saturated 
with  the  Gas.  Evaporation  is  and  must  be  constantly 
taking  place  from  the  surface  of  the  water  upon  the 
outside  of  the  suspended  Gasholder — besides  this,  expe- 
rience has  shown  that  the  water  of  the  cistern  thus  im- 
pregnated with  volatile  oil,  or  saturated  with  Gas,  is 
liable  to  be  constantly  soaking  away,  and  penetrating 
the  earth  in  which  the  cistern  is  built.  It  is  carried  off 
also  into  the  Drains  and  Sewers,  if  there  be  any  drain- 
age, and  is  continually  diffusing  itself  in  every  direction, 
penetrating  the  earth  along  its  passage.  Information  of 
the  bad  effect  of  this  drainage  was  obtained  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Sewers,  but,  as  his  experience  was 
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confined  to  the  effect  of  the  drainage  of  a  Gas  Company 
at  East  Boston,  from  a  different  material  than  coal,  its 
principal  effect  with  us  was,  to  demonstrate  the  im- 
portance of  great  attention  to  the  consequences  likely 
to  follow  from  the  erection  of  this  structure. 

Since  the  hearing  was  closed,  important  information 
has  been  laid  ^before  us  with  regard  to  the  absorption 
of  the  volatile  oil  and  Gas  by  the  water,  and  the  effects 
of  the  drainage  and  leakage  from  a  Gasholder.  Infor- 
mation has  been  received  by  us  from  a  source  entitled 
to  the  highest  consideration,  by  which  we  are  confirm- 
ed in  the  opinion,  that  to  make  a  Gasometer  perfectly 
free  from  offensive  odors,  from  the  evaporation  and  the 
escape  of  Gas  is  practically  impossible ;  that  from  the 
building,  if  ventilated  at  the  height  proposed,  there  will 
be  at  times  an  effluvium  unpleasant  to  the  neighborhood 
— but  the  chief  cause  of  danger  and  inconvenience,  ex- 
ists in  the  leakage  and  drainage  of  the  water  impregnated 
with  volatile  oil  or  saturated  with  Gas.  We  have  re- 
liable information  that  in  the  City  of  Lowell,  where 
every  effort  practicable  has  been  made  to  prevent  leak- 
age from  their  Gasholders,  it  has  nevertheless  been  suf- 
ficient to  impregnate  the  well  water  in  the  vicinity,  and 
render  it  wholly  unfit  for  use — and  that  large  expenses 
have  been  incurred  to  settle  claims  upon  the  Gas  Com- 
pany for  damages  arising  therefrom — that  the  water 
has  penetrated  to  a  considerable  distance,  and  that  its 
effects  were  clearly  perceptible,  and  that  suits  are  still 
pending  for  damages  on  that  account.  In  this  case  the 
Gasometer  was  constructed  apart  from  the  Gas  works. 

Since  the  introduction  of  Cochituate  water  here,  such 
a  result  would  cause  much  less  inconvenience  and  di- 
tress  than  would  otherwise  have  been  experienced,  but 
the  fact  is  significant  of  the  effects  of  the  leakage  or 
drainage  of  water  from  the  tank  of  a  Gasholder. 
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Many  people,  particularly  the  aged,  still  continue 
to  use  their  wells  in  this  City,  and  an  accident  to 
the  water  works  might  make  it  necessary  to  resort  to 
them  temporarily  at  any  time  hereafter.  The  drainage 
from  the  tank  through  the  Common  Sewer  would  be 
likely  to  affect  the  private  drains  entering  them  so 
much  as  to  render  it  inexpedient  to  allow  any  connec- 
tion with  the  Common  Sewers,  and  a  private  drain  of 
the  Gas  Light  Company  if  possible  to  be  obtained, 
would  tend  to  affect  every  thing  in  its  route,  necessarily 
very  long.  We  think  there  should  be  drainage,  but  it 
could  not  be  allowed  in  the  Common  Sewers,  and  a  pri- 
vate Drain  so  long  would  be  very  objectionable. 

No  Gasometer  is  known  to  us  to  exist  that  does  not 
exhale  an  offensive  odor.  No  one  was  known  to  any  of 
the  witnesses  introduced  by  the  Gas  Light  Company — 
but  their  Engineers  stated,  in  their  judgment,  all  these 
evils  might  be  remedied,  by  perfect  construction  and 
constant  care.  But  perfect  construction  has  not  yet 
been  practically  obtained, — although  a  long  experience 
in  the  structure  of  Gasometers  has  been  enjoyed, — and 
although  it  would  seem  to  be  for  the  interest  of  Gas 
Companies  to  make  their  Gasometers  as  perfect  as  pos- 
sible. And  if  such  a  structure  were  at  the  outset  per- 
fect, constant  care  even  could  hardly  prevent  decay  or 
anticipate  and  provide  against  accidents. 

On  the  one  side  we  have  the  undoubted  fact,  that 
Gasometers  are  so  far  as  known,  universally  offensive. 
On  the  other,  we  have  theory,  and  the  promised  perfec- 
tion of  mechanical  skill. 

Some  evidence  was  produced  before  us  regarding  the 
effects  of  the  inhaling  of  the  Gas,  or  of  the  effluvia 
from  the  Gasometer.  Some  of  the  witnesses  testified 
as  to  its  disagreeable  and  injurious  effects  upon  them- 
selves.   It  is  clear  that  Carburetted  Hydrogen  Gas  can- 
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not  support  life — and  that  the  atmosphere  is  vitiated 
exactly  in  proportion  to  the  amount  present,  as  it  must 
displace  so  much  air,  as  is  equal  to  its  own  bulk. 
"Whether  it  has  any  positively  deleterious  effect,  beyond 
what  results  from  the  displacement  of  the  atmosphere, 
we  do  not  undertake  to  decide.  One  gentleman,  who 
testified  before  us,  said  he  was  obliged  to  remove  his 
daughter,  sick  with  consumption,  away  from  the  Gaso- 
meter at  the  south  part  of  the  City,  on  account  of  the  bad 
influence  upon  her  of  the  Gas  in  the  atmosphere  at  his 
residence. 

From  these,  among  many  considerations,  and  as  the 
result  of  a  long,  laborious  and  patient  hearing,  we  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  action  of  the  Boston 
Gas  Light  Company,  in  building  a  Gasometer  in  Mason 
street,  is  one  affecting  the  health,  safety  and  conven- 
ience of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  and  is  within  the 
cases  provided  against  in  the  Charter  of  the  Corpor- 
ation. 

The  only  question  remaining  is,  whether  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  shall  take  any,  and  what  action,  in  rela- 
tion thereto.  It  is  urged  by  the  Gas  Light  Company, 
that  it  is  necessary  to  them  that  they  should  be  permit- 
ted to  erect  this  structure.  That  the  demand  for  Gas 
has  now  reached  the  utmost  capacity  of  their  works,  and 
store  houses  to  supply  ;  that  this  will  enable  them  to 
supply  the  increasing  demand  to  consumers — that  it 
will  create  a  greater  equality  of  pressure — and  a  great- 
er economy  in  consumption  ;  that  it  will  obviate  the 
necessity  of  a  large  outlay  of  capital  by  them  in  putting 
down  larger  mains  as  it  has  been  necessary  to  do  in 
New  York  and  Philadelphia ;  that  the  streets  of  Bos- 
ton are  now  so  filled  with  Gas  and  Water  Pipes, 
and  Sewers  as  to  render  it  diflncult,  if  not  quite 
impossible  to  lay  down  mains  of  sufficient  size  to  con- 
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vey  and  distribute  the  amount  of  Gas  which  will  soon 
be  wanted  for  the  consumption  of  the  inhabitants; 
that  if  this  were  possible  it  would  be  attended  with  a 
very  large  expense  to  the  Company,  beyond  that  which 
the  erection  of  this  structure  would  require ;  that  the 
inhabitants  are  interested  in  having  Gas  cheap,  and  that 
local  inconvenience  should  be  submitted  to  for  the 
benefit  of  the  larger  number. 

It  was  also  said  that  if  the  proposed  Gasometer 
should  be  erected  they  would  be  able,  and  already  had  it 
under  consideration,  to  reduce  the  price  of  Gas. 

But  we  are  convinced  from  the  testimony  that  there  is 
no  absolute  necessity  for  the  erection  of  this  structure, 
in  order  to  supply  the  City  of  Boston.  Nor  do  we  be- 
lieve it  by  any  means  impossible  to  lay  larger  mains  in 
the  streets. 

New  York  is  supplied  with  Gas  from  works  situated 
far  more  remote  from  the  centre  of  consumption  than 
is  the  distance  here.  The  works  were  formerly  near 
Canal  street — and  were  removed  thence  to  their  present 
locality  in  Eighteenth  street.  Their  Gasholders  are 
also  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  works,  with  the 
exception  of  two  small  ones— one  in  New  street  below 
Wall  street,  surrounded  wholly  by  stores,  and  the  other 
near  Canal  street  the  locality  of  the  former  works. 
Both  of  these  have  been  built  a  long  time  and  are  of 
very  small  capacity.  In  Philadelphia  the  Gas  works 
are  owned  by  the  City,  and  the  works  and  the  Gashold- 
ers are  situated  on  the  margin  of  the  City  near  the 
Schuylkill.  There  are  no  Gasometers  away  from  the 
works.  As  the  consumption  has  increased  larger  Mains 
have  been  laid,  and  at  the  present  time  new  works  are 
being  erected  four  miles  out  of  the  City,  near  which  are 
also  to  be  their  Gasholders,  upon  the  completion  of 
which,  the  old  works  are  to  be  discontinued. 
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These  facts  show  that  there  is  no  impossibility  in 
conducting  Gas  a  long  distance  to  reach  the  centre  of 
consumption,  and  we  have  not  learned  that  the  ine- 
quality of  pressure,  so  much  urged  by  the  Gas  Light 
Company,  is  experienced  in  either  of  those  cities. 

We  have  no  doubt,  the  present  works  of  the  Gas 
Light  Company,  have  their  limit  of  capacity  to  supply 
Gas.  It  may  be,  that  they  have  already  taken  so  many ' 
customers,  that  some,  at  times  suffer,  but,  for  this 
neither  the  City  of  Boston,  nor  its  inhabitants  are  re- 
sponsible. 

If  the  Corporation  have  undertaken  to  supply  Gas 
beyond  the  capacity  of  their  pipes  to  convey  and  dis- 
tribute, they  must  provide  a  remedy,  and  yet  not  at  the 
expense  of  the  health,  safety,  or  convenience  of  the  citi- 
zens, or  any  considerable  portion  of  them. 

The  Gas  Light  Company  have  enjoyed  a  practical 
monopoly  of  the  Gas  business  for  thirty  years,  and  it  is 
not  contended  we  believe,  that  they  have  failed  to  ob- 
tain a  remuneration  therefrom. 

No  Gasometers  of  a  large  size  are  known  to  exist 
which  were  originally  built  in  the  central  inhabited 
portions  of  cities.  In  some  cases  after  their  erection,  as 
is  the  case  with  that  on  the  south  part  of  the  City,  to 
some  extent  population  has  approached  and  surround- 
ed them. 

In  Philadelphia,  where  the  Gas  is  conducted  farther 
to  reach  the  centre  of  consumption  than  is  necessary  in 
this  City,  the  price  of  Gas  is  less  than  that  proposed 
here,  even  after  the  reduction.  The  effect  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Gasometer  in  Mason  street,  or  any  similar 
portion  of  the  City,  we  believe  will  be  to  reduce  the 
value  of  real  estate  in  its  vicinity.  We  think  this  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  no  valuable  residences  have 
been  built  near  the  Gasometer  at  the  south  part  of  the 
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City,  while  all  around  it  at  a  little  distance,  residences 
of  great  value  have  been  built.  The  principal  proprie- 
tor of  real  estate  there,  testified  that  houses  costing 
from  $2,000  to  ^2,500,  for  which  a  rent  of  from  §200 
to  §250  per  annum  could  be  obtained,  where  those 
alone  which  could  be  profitably  erected  there,  as,  al- 
though the  applicants  always  objected  to  the  Gasome- 
ter, houses  of  that  rent  were  so  much  in  demand,  that 
he  found  little  difiiculty  in  obtaining  tenants. 

We  believe  the  erection  of  this  Gasometer  will  tend 
to  change  the  character  of  the  population  near  Mason 
street. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  has  been  a  strong  tenden- 
cy among  our  business  men  and  others  to  leave  Boston 
and  live  in  some  one  of  the  many  towns  in  our  neigh- 
borhood ;  and  the  policy  of  the  City  Government  has, 
for  some  years  past,  been  such  as  it  was  thought  would 
tend  to  counteract  this.  Much  has  been  done  with  the 
design  to  make  Boston  attractive  as  a  residence.  In  the 
argument  before  us  many  instances  of  this  kind  were 
cited.  The  removal  of  the  Jail  from  the  thickly  settled 
part  of  the  fifth  ward,  the  building  of  the  Deer  Island 
Alms  House — the  laying  out  and  adorning  of  squares 
in  various  parts  of  the  City — the  encouragement  given 
the  purchasers  of  City  lands  to  build  expensive  residen- 
ces on  them — the  retaining  of  the  Public  Garden,  (so 
called,)  all  are  evidences  of  this  policy. 

We  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  City  authorities  to 
protect,  as  far  as  is  possible,  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
City,  from  needless  anxieties — to  strengthen  their  con- 
fidence that  the  policy  of  the  City  will  never  be  adverse 
to  private  interests,  that  there  shall  not  be  created  a 
feeling  of  distrust  and  insecurity,  and  that  there  shall 
be  no  needless  interruption  of  natural  rights,  among 
which  the  enjoyment  of  pure  air,  is  one  of  the  most 
necessary  and  iirjportant- 
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Structures  like  this,  if  permitted  by  the  City  govern- 
ment, will  tend  to  induce  a  feeling  of  discontent  and  in- 
security among  our  citizens,  thereby  increasing  the  ten- 
dency to  leave  the  City  which  we  have  desired  in  all 
suitable  ways  to  diminish.  If  a  Gasometer  is  allowed 
to  be  erected  in  Mason  street,  no  good  reason  can  be 
given  for  refusing  permission  to  erect  others  in  any  lo- 
cality which  the  Gas  Light  Company  may  hereafter 
desire  to  occupy  for  those  purposes. 

It  is  very  clear  to  us  that  the  City  would  not  erect  a 
Gasometer  in  Mason  street,  if  these  Gas  works  were 
owned  by  it,  and  it  were  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
exigency  which  is  said  by  the  Gas  Light  Company  now 
to  exist.  We  are  convinced  no  City  Council  would  per- 
mit it  in  such  a  case. 

We  think  these  are  proper  considerations  in  forming 
our  conclusions  as  to  what  is  the  duty  of  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  in  this  case. 

Upon  a  careful  view  of  the  whole  subject,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  for  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  to  interpose  and  exercise  the  power  re- 
posed in  them,  by  directing  a  suspension  of  the  propos- 
ed building. 

We  regret  that  this  duty  has  been  forced  upon  us. 
We  believe,  if  the  whole  matter  was  laid  before  the 
Stockholders  of  the  Gas  Light  Company,  they  would 
arrive  at  the  same  conclusion,  and  that  if  this  Board 
had  been  earlier  consulted  by  the  Corporation  we  might 
have  been  spared  the  exercise  of  an  authority  so  exceed- 
ingly unpleasant  to  us. 

Some  of  the  Stockholders  in  this  Corporation  are 
among  the  remonstrants.  One  of  these  Stockholders, 
holding  shares  it  is  said  to  the  amount  of  §30,000,  has 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Mayor  which  has 
been  put  into  our  hands. 
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(copy.) 

Boston^  June  24,  1852. 

My  Friend  : 

I  sent  a  message  this  morning  by  my  son,  and  lest 
you  may  not  receive  it  I  now  write.  The  Gasometer 
in  Mason  street  will  injure  the  property  in  this  neigh- 
borhood to  a  much  greater  extent  than  its  cost.  As  a 
proprietor  of  a  considerable  property  in  the  Gas  Com- 
pany, I  pray  the  City  authorities  to  restrain  this  Com- 
pany from  erecting  its  works,  as  no  rate  of  dividends 
can  make  them  satisfactory  to  the  citizens. 

I  will  not  rest  easy  while  this  injustice  is  tolerated 
and  will  answer  for  all  my  family  connections  who  are 
large  proprietors  in  the  Company,  that  they  will  be 
grievously  annoyed  by  this  piece  of  folly,  (to  say  the 
least,)  of  this  Company. 

AMOS  LAWRENCE. 

To  Benjamin  Seavei;  Mayor  of  the  City. 

This  structure  will  in  our  judgment  affect  the  health, 
safety,  and  convenience,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston.  We 
believe  there  will  be  offensive  smells  and  exhalations, 
and  we  believe  our  duty  requires  us  to  interpose. 

We  believe  there  are  no  sufficient  reasons  of  a  pub- 
lic nature  to  restrain  us  from  so  doing. 

If  there  are  evils  and  difficulties  which  the  erection 
of  a  large  Gasometer  alone  can  remove,  if  there  is  a  de- 
mand for  Gas  which  the  Corporation  cannot  without 
this  structure  supply,  and  if  no  spot  can  be  found  for 
the  location  of  a  Gasometer  which  is  not  liable  to  the 
objections  urged  against  this,  we  are  of  opinion  the  Gas 
Light  Company  have  reached  the  limit  of  their  useful- 
ness to  the  public ;  and  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  the 
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existence  of  another  Gas  Company  which  may  supply 
such  portions  of  the  City  as  may  now  be  in  want  of 
Gas. 

There  is  now  upon  our  table  a  petition  from  a  Gas 
Company  for  permission  to  enter  and  dig  up  our  streets 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  pipes  for  Gas. 

The  present  Company  might  supply  the  north  and 
west  parts  of  the  City,  and  the  new  Company  might  be 
allowed  to  open  the  streets  in  the  south  part  of  the 
City.       ^  ■  ^ 

In  this  way  the  wants  of  the  public  would  be  sup- 
plied, and  no  necessity  would  arise  for  the  erection  of  a 
structure  like  that  proposed,  in  so  densely  populated  a 
region  as  that  about  Mason  street. 

We  see  no  public  necessities  which  would  not  thus 
find  an  ample  remedy,  without  inflicting  upon  any  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  so  grievous  a  wrong  as  we  be- 
lieve this  might  prove  to  be  if  allowed  to  go  on. 

We  recommend  that  the  following  resolutions  and 
orders  be  passed  by  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JACOB  SLEEPER, 
JOHN  P.  OBER 


Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Boston  Gas  Light 
Company  in  erecting  a  Gasometer  on  Mason  street  in 
this  City,  is  one  seriously  and  injuriously  aflecting  the 
health,  safety,  and  convenience,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bos- 
ton, and  that  the  contemplated  structure,  will  in  our 
judgment,  expose  those  dwelling  or  doing  business  near 
it,  to  offensive  smells  arising  from  the  exhalations,  and 
leakage,  or  drainage  of  the  same. 
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Therefore,  ordered,  that  the  Boston  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany be,  and  the  same  hereby  is  directed  to  desist  from 
the  further  prosecution  of  said  structure,  and  their  agents 
and  servants  are  hereby  forbidden  further  to  proceed 
therewith,  and  the  said  Corporation  is  hereby  forbidden 
to  erect,  build  or  construct  a  Gasometer  or  Gasholder 
in  that  locality. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  above  resolu- 
tion and  order  be  forthwith  served  upon  the  said  Cor- 
poration. 


Boston    Gras    Light    Company. 
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